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Keyword Research on a Budget
Over the past three years I have written about Keywords several times. I make no apology for this as it is still as true today as it was when I first wrote it in September 2006 - Keywords are King! 
But nearly three years ago I would not have said anything positive about Google's own keyword tool. That has all changed now. 
Google's Keyword Tool is free and it is one of the easiest and cheapest ways to quickly pull together several hundred highly relevant keywords for a Google Ad campaign.
It can also be very useful if you are looking for the best keywords to use on your website and you don't want to subscribe to one of the paid tools (e.g. Wordtracker). 
There is a lot of valuable information available to you, but I think the following two features are particularly useful . . . 
· Keyword Local Search Volume (monthly number of searches in the UK) 
· Advertiser Competition
‘Competition' refers to Google Ads competition, but generally keywords which face stiff competition in the paid results also face stiff competition in the organic results. So these results can give you a reasonable idea of where to do more research. 
For example, when researching the phrase ‘winter clothing' and related keywords, we see the main phrase ‘winter clothing' had 6,600 searches in the UK in April but faces stiff competition, as indicated by the green bar graph - see below.

However, the search term ‘ladies winter clothes' doesn't face nearly as much competition. So it may be a better keyword phrase to target even though it gets far less traffic. 
Also notice that ‘winter baby clothing' is much less competitive than ‘baby winter clothes' and yet it is used as a search term nearly as often. So it would be a much better keyword phrase to target on your website.
You can repeat this research for all the keyword phrases you believe are relevant and create a short list to consider.
The next step is to find out how many website pages are competing for each of your shortlisted keyword phrases. To do that you need to go to Google's search page and type in your candidate phrase inside double quotes – “winter baby clothing”
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The number of results is the number of website pages in the UK which have been well optimised for this phrase – in this case only two!
Then repeat for each of your candidate keywords. 
By the way, this is what the paid Keyword Research tools will do for you automatically and for a long list of keywords rather than one at a time. But if you don't want to pay for a tool you will only use now and then, Google's Keyword Tool will do what you need.
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